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India and spirituality are insepara-

ble. The history, culture, the sacred 
rivers, the temple towns, the glori-
ous lineage of saints, and their 
songs, stories, and principles, form 
ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΦ άLŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
is our home, India is the puja 
όǇǊŀȅŜǊύ ǊƻƻƳΣέ ǎŀȅǎ {Ǌƛ 
Muralidhara Swamiji. 

This year India celebrates 
62 years of independence. 
A fine spiritual thread ran 
through the hearts of all 
our freedom fighters right 
from Gandhiji to Bharathi-
yar, Rajaji and many oth-
ers who quietly played 
out the Divine Will. For 
many, sacrificing their 
lives for the sake of the 
country was simply spiri-
tual sadhana. 

DŀƴŘƘƛƧƛΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƳŀ bŀƳŀ 
is testament to the fact that any-
thing in the world can be achieved 
ōȅ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŎƘŀƴǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ bŀƳŜΦ Lƴ 
his final talk before independence, 
ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘΦ 
Now let us all chant the Divine Name 
together. Only that has the power to 
ŦǊŜŜ ǳǎΦέ 

Even today, our country is being pro-
tected by Mahans. Some people may 
think that saints do not do anything 
for their nation. Sri Muralidhara 
{ǿŀƳƛƧƛ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά! ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Ƴŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀ aŀƘŀǘƳŀΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƴŀπ
ture. If a man is afflicted with a 
headache, people around can relate 
to that pain, as they too know what 
it would feel like. But the same can-
not be said about being in a Realized 
ǎǘŀǘŜέΦ 

IŜ ŀŘŘǎΣ ά! Jnani might appear still 
and silent in the eyes of a passerby; 
the truth is that the Earth moves due 
ǘƻ Iƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦέ 

This ideology goes deep into the fi-
ber of Indian history. Spiritual mas-
ters, since the beginning of time, 
have guided India from darkness to 
light. 

A devotee once asked Bhagavan Ra-
Ƴŀƴŀ aŀƘŀǊǎƘƛΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
men, public workers, who cannot 

solve the problem of 
the misery of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ 

aŀƘŀǊǎƘƛ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ 
are ego-centered and 
therefore their inabil-
ity. If they remained in 
the Self, they would 
ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέΦ 

The devotee was quick 
ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇΣ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
aŀƘŀǘƳŀǎ ƘŜƭǇΚέ 

.ƘŀƎŀǾŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIƻǿ 
do you know they do not help? Pub-
lic speeches, physical activity, and 
material help are all out weighed by 
the silence of the Mahatmas. They 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎέΦ 

All the Mahans unanimously vouch 
for the fact that miseries can be an-
nihilated forever only with devotion 
and jnana. In addition to providing 
that eternal knowledge and guidance 
to spiritually liberate people, Mah-
ans also play a vital role in protect-
ing our country. 

In 1999, Sri Yogi Ramsuratkumar, 
who used to read the daily newspa-
per thoroughly, did not do so on a 
particular day. A devotee asked him, 
ά¸ƻǳ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΦ Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
are articles of Kanchi Sri Maha Swa-
miji whom you like very much and 
also about Sri Rajaji. Have you not 
ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳΚέ {Ǌƛ ¸ƻƎƛ wŀƳǎǳǊŀǘƪǳƳŀǊ 
ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
this beggar to read the newspaper? 
¢Ƙƛǎ ōŜƎƎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ōǳǎȅ ƛƴ YŀǊƎƛƭΗέ 

Similarly, during the 1965 war with 
Pakistan, Singapparaja, who led the 
Indian army, approached Kanchi 
Maha Periyava for his blessings. 
Maha Periyava instructed him to 
meet Andavan Pitchai, who was a 
great Muruga devotee and a Mahan. 
Singapparaja had her darshan and 
ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ !ƴŘŀǾŀƴ 
Pitchai had a wonderful vision. In it 
she saw Ambal (Devi) moving in a 
golden chariot drawn by devas and 
protecting our border! She immedi-
ately wrote Kali Kavacham stotra. 

While our motherland is being pro-
tected by the God-sent Mahatmas, 
what we can do for our part is to 
sincerely abide by the direction 
pointed by those Mahans. Sri Mu-
ǊŀƭƛŘƘŀǊŀ {ǿŀƳƛƧƛΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛǎ 
Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜΣ ά[Ŝǘ ŀ 
new India sans violence and selfish-
ness but at the same time devoid of 
lethargy and cowardice be born. Let 
us all, with this in view, take the 
Name of the Lord and chant the Ma-
hamantra; make all chant the Maha-
mantra. Fill India to the brim with 
Nama Kirtan. Let her offer to the 
world the spiritual bliss that she has 
ŦƻǳƴŘΦέ 

Sriram Ramanujam, Houston, TX 
Illustration: Sripriya Sarathy, Charlotte, NC 

Indiaôs Divine Raksha Bandhan 
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Namadwaar in Australia���W�«�W�H-�¡-�W�«�W�H���Z�L�W�K���3�R�R�U�Q�L�P�D�M�L 

Australia is one of the countries where 

Global Organization for Divinity (GOD) 
has a strong presence.  The first Namad-
waar outside India  will soon be inaugu-
rated in Sydney. Sri Muralidhara Swa-
ƳƛƧƛΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ tƻƻƧȅŀ tƻƻǊƴƛƳŀ Yǳπ
marasamiji recently visited Australia 
and conducted several satsangs in many 
cities in Australia and New Zealand. 
Here we present  an interview with 
Poornimaji about the 
activities in Australia 
and the story behind 
the first Namadwaar. 

 

We have heard that Aus-
tralia was one of the first 
countries where our 
regular Nama Sankirtan 
satsangs started. Can 
you tell us a little more about it? 

December 31st, 1999 ς It was the dawn of 
the new millennium. A few devotees of Sri 
Muralidhara Swamiji in Sydney started an 
informal group to spread his message of 
Bhakti and Nama Sankirtan in the country. 
With time, the organization began to grow.   

In 2006, Sri Ramanujamji, another disciple 
of Sri Swamiji, and I visited Australia at the 
behest of the devotees and conducted nu-
merous satsangs. This and subsequent 
yearly visits helped spread the word far 
and wide in the country. 

To spread the ideals of Sri Swamiji more 
effectively and reach out to the wide Aus-
tralian public, the devotees felt the need to 
ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ άDƭƻōŀƭ 
Organisation for Divinity ς Dh5 !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀέ 
was born in January 2008. Today, thanks to 
the tireless efforts of the members here, 
satsangs have been established in several 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ {ŀŘƎǳǊǳΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƛǘ 
has spread to nearby New Zealand too. 
 

What are the activities of GOD Australia? 

GOD Australia has been conducting regular 
Nama Sankirtan satsangs in Sydney and 
other cities. On special occasions, they per-
form Akhanda Mahamantra Kirtan from 6 
AM to 6 PM.  The satsang reaches out to 
different communities ς Nepali, Fiji Indians, 

and people hailing from various parts of 
India. They also participate in the annual 
Indo-Australian fairs to talk about the path 
of Nama Sankirtan to Australian nationals, 
who have shown a great interest in chant-
ing the Mahamantra. The Australians are 
very open to our culture and heritage! 

Monthly mass prayers are conducted in 
Sydney where many residents place their 
requests and Mahamantra Sankirtan is 
performed for them. It is wonderful listen-

ing to the 
experiences 
of so many 
d e v o t e e s 
who have 
b e n e f i t e d 
from such 
mass prayers.  
Apart from 
these, special 

mass prayers during calamities ς Victorian 
Bush fires, Houston Hurricanes, etc. are 
performed. 

{Ǌƛ {ǿŀƳƛƧƛΩǎ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ 
on Tamil Radio. Special festivals like Jan-
mashtami, Sri Rama Navami, etc. are cele-
brated in a grand manner, providing special 
focus to the talents of the younger genera-
tion. The simple and powerful path of Ma-
hamantra Kirtan has attracted the Austra-
lian youth as well. 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨbŀƳŀŘǿŀŀǊΩΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴ 
us on this. 

Namadwaar is essentially a spiritual power-
house of the Divine Name.  It is a sanctum 
where the Divine Name of God will be 
chanted everyday, the eventual goal being 
incessant, round-the-clock Nama Sankirtan.  
Anyone and everyone, transcending dis-
tinctions of age, gender, race, and religion 
can come to the Namadwaar to chant the 
Divine Name and pray for their well being.   

There are already about 10 functional Na-
madwaars in various places in India. 
 

We hear that a Namadwaar is coming up 
ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΧ 

Yes and that is a wonderful story of grace! 
Recently a devotee from Australia had the 
darshan of Sri Swamiji in India. After hear-
ing about the satsang activities in Australia, 

Sri Swamiji said, 
ά! bŀƳŀŘǿŀŀǊ 
will soon be es-
tablished in Syd-
ƴŜȅέΦ 

The Australia satsang immediately began 
looking for land in March this year. One 
particular land at Winston Hills in Sydney 
was a favorite. However, the land-owner, 
an Australian national, had initial reserva-
tions about selling his property for commu-
nity purposes. But the satsang members 
sincerely performed prayers to Lord 
Krishna and our Gurudev.  

In the next meeting with the seller, they 
spoke in detail about the organization and 
its purpose. The seller was pleased with 
their intentions and expressed happiness in 
proceeding further. He even promised sup-
port to spreading the Divine Name in his 
own community! 

More such pleasant surprises were to fol-
low!  Our final offer still fell short of the 
ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀπ
tions were on, one of the Australian sat-
sang devotees happened to visit India and 
had a chance to meet Sri Swamiji. When Sri 
Swamiji was apprised of the negotiation, 
Sri Swamiji asked them to immediately 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
next day, back in Sydney, the deal was 
closed. We later came to know that on that 
very evening of confirmation, the seller 
had received a better offer, but had to turn 
it down as he had given us his word! 

With the divine grace of Lord Hari and Sri 
Swamiji, a modest Bhoomi Puja was con-
ducted on June 4. The Namadwaar should 
be up and running in a few months. The 
entire team is excited! 
 

Does Sri Muralidhara Swamiji make trips 
to Australia? 

Sri Swamiji addresses the devotees of Syd-
ney and Melbourne through webcasts/
video conferences. Now, with the first in-
ternational Namadwaar being established 
in Australia, Sri Swamiji has decided to stay 
permanently in this country! He has 
blessed the devotees here with His Holy 
Padukas which are no different from Him.  
They will be enshrined in the Namadwaar. 


