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Infinite Ways to Infinite Bliss

In this section, we present excerpts from the discourses of Sri Sri Muralidhara Swamiji of Chennai, India.**
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Who is a Guru?
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eral perception is that people can be :
broadly divided into two groups, the Hopiso e \
spiritual and the materialistic, those who %
are religious and those who are not? [p—

Do you really think that this classification
is correct? That there is one set of people |
that seeks liberation and another set that
does not give a thought about itth real-

ity this classification does not exist at all,
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alization, which is the eternal source o
bliss?

It is indeed the Guru.

All our scriptures attach the greatest sig
nificance to the Guru. This brings us f
the question¢ Who is a Guru? What de-
fines a Guru?

If a person teaches us something, sa
scriptures, the Vedas or some language
can we call him a Guru? If a person i
parts education to us, can we call him :

Guru? Yes they all are Gurg¥/idya Gu-
rus, i.e., those who teach us a particula
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| can see the surprise in your face and
the unasked question in your lips! ships patiently and finally reached hisBut who forms a Guru that we are talkin
goal. His ambition was fulfilled. But wasabout (one who holds the key to Goc
he happy then? Of course not! He wasrealization)?
Let me explain |n detail.If you carefully gripped by a n.e.W fear. He was afraid ofls he this person who is well read ir
Wat;h L el i aﬂq ar%undb_uz, what josing his position. So everyday was &criptures? If this is the case, we can fin
IS the one common thing that binds eve-struggle to stay at the top. He was not;,meraple scholars to fit this descrip-
rything? What is the one thing that is happy.Finally one day, he did lose it. Is
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common to all? Everyone is searching foleven necessary to mention his state

happiness. That is common to one andthen? Miserable! That is how he felt. CanlS the Guru a person who can predict the
Ftto LG Aad O02YY2Y yduee thefpiraddk Add® N G dzl £ fturd? yf Rat is the case, we can find s
WY G SNR I f ABvéryoteQrigi NP dzthé (0] , . many astrologers and foretellers wha
from a small insect to every human being" € ik power gives happinesSo We .5, predict every minor detail of our fu-

c is searching for happinessA tiny ant strive to attain the position of power. ;.o
believes that it will find joy in a sugar The struggle to get to the top was full of

i i i Contd. on Page 4.
crystal. And we believe that we will find sorrow and pain. The time in power was $

happiness in money, power, lust, etc. Bu,[also spent in sorrowLosing the position

do we stop with that (once it is of_ power was sorrowful again. This ag
achieved)? No. We want that happinessplles o all Wof'd'y gpals. D W2 SO i
to be everlasting and total, without a F:Iearly? S8 U fm.d some ST,
tinge of sorrow. And all our life, we run 'S temp_oraly e [ Wlth SIEEn
in different directions in search of the joy There I|e§_ the. A PETEEIA d|fference =
in money, the joy in power, the joy in lust tween spirituality and materialism.Re-

i R T B e v e e Theligion shows the right direction in which
answer is a b-ig NO ' we will find the absolute and permanent

joy ¢ that is in liberation, God realiza-
Let us delve a little deeper into it. If you tion. That is why, in the beginning, | sai
take power for instance there was a everyone who wants lasting happiness
man who aspired to become a leader.indeed searching for God, knowingly dr
He believed that he would find joy once unknowingly. So we see that everyong Ki ds 68 Qui z
he reached the coveted position. So allis, in fact, spiritually oriented becauseyrishna trivia

his life, he worked hard for it. He made everyone is after eternal joy.

many sacrifices, underwent many hard- . .
y y We have to look in the right place

because, knowingly or unknowingly eve-
ryone is after God.

‘What do you mean?' you may ask.
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Profile of a Mahan ‘ Many miracles have been ass@d

Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Swamigg[™ 2" "ove

aha Periyava composed a song callgd

In this age of Kali, dharma is on Maha Periyava studied the Vedas, clasgi- Maithreem Bhajatha for world peace
the fast decline. Virtues and ideals that cal literature, and several Indian and 2nd hcomhmgn‘:]" r;]armony. M'S'hS“bb”'
have been glorified by the Vedas are a foreign languages. His teachers wer Iaf[kfh mIUl\?Gt € Oln(;r 0 S'Elg U eigg(g
rarity. The shastras say that Lord Krishnaamazed by his intellect and sharp ment- a the eneral Assembly In '

. ’ . On the day of the concert, she had a

sends Mahans as his messengers to re ory. Despite his young age, he was
. . very bad throat and could hardly
establish dharma. These Mahans lead able administrator. He showed a kee breaihe panic Ty
simple, humble lives showing the com- Ay i SNBA G Ay Ly RAF Qaod o PESERFIER - ¢
mon man the path to divinity. One such Mahatma Gandhi propagated the use she was shivering with fright over he ’
great soul was Sri Chandrasekharendrakhadi, Maha Periyava followed it rigor incapability to sing. She prayec
Saraswathi Swamigal, the Bontiff of ously. In 1919, he embarked on a yatra {o Maha Periyava to help her with the
Kanchi Mutt. His entire life can be char- from Rameswaram to the Ganges if concert. When she sang the first word
acterized in the same order to immerse the | she miraculously regained her voicd,
breath as one of divinity sand from the Sethu in| which sounded sweeter than ever! Sh
and humility. the Ganges and demon-\ sang the composition to a sta@;

ovation.
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Sri Swamigal was born on strate the cultural unity

Vaisakha Poornima, May of Bharat. The journey, 3 N A )
20 1894, in Villupuram, covered entirelyonfoot, 6 KA OK | NB y2yS 20F
Tamil Nadu. He was the took him twelve years. The problem that had perplexed schol
second son of a devout Maha Periyava has Iu- @S for years was solved by Maha Pe
couple, and was named cidly explained esoteric Yavain minutes.

Swaminathan. Right from matters in Hindu phi- Many distinguished personalities me
an early age, Swamina- losophy in a manner Maha Periyava during his lifetime. Hi
0KIFyQa AydStftA3aSyOS | 6 SR thatcan easily be under- Holiness, the Dalai Lama described hi
everyone. He once ob- stood by laymen. His ' & (G4KS ahyfé Y2y]

served his cousin chanting the Vedas discourses have been published in Tamil Maha Periyava was an epitome of ht
and repeated it flawlessly. An astrologer asDeivathin Kurat Voice of the Divine.  mility and always advocated simplicity
NBEFR {6F YAyl GKEyQa it NPA QR 4Ry ate&iot oM | S &FARZ dalyed RS
servedthe signs of aMahatmainit- - 5 | ¢ SNR & gk Q& ¢t A PQvithme theuahHtanaanptbe ayack
LY MdnTs { 6l-yearsld G Kig iitdlligencer and understanding of But perhaps they derive aninner feeliny
cousin, Lakshmi Narasimha, was madethe Divine. Once a great scholar was ©f communion with divinity, due to their
the 67" Sankaracharya of the Kanchi compiling a book on the works of Sri 22Y RSRAOF USSR LISNX
Mutt. Swaminathan and his mother set Thiagaraja Swamigal of Thiruvaiyaru. He In April 1978, at the age of 84, he wen
out to console his aunt who was dis- g & LJdzZIl T SR o6& (K $n aREdAJatiaSvith @ handfuy/df devc
tressed as her son had taken sanyasa. En | I Y KIF Q Ay 2y S 2 Feesiijéctingidll hafapr@raaliadagsyc
route, they met a senior staff of the Neither discussions with Telugu scholars ated with the Mutt. He reached places
Kanchi Mutt who recognized Swamina- nor referring to Telugu literature helped as far as Belgaum, Satara, Pandarp
GKFyYy yR &a2daKG KA &himYddipkds N me@iing 408 yhé dh@ Kurnool with a gait resembling
take Swaminathan with him. Later, the phrase. Finally he approached Maha youngster. Camping out on the road:
13-yearold Swaminathan learned that Periyava. Maha Periyava asked him with the common man he went about
Lakshmi Narasimha had attained g KI 0 | f LIKIF 6Sia ¥F2ft tShdweBng hisYratedn evegydhe. W. |
samadhi and that he himself would pe in Sanskrit. The scholar [eplied that it Through his long tenure as the head c
initiated into the ascetic order as his g | & WYw I Q F'yR Wal Q NIxankfP Mkt Fand Ee‘ﬂyavﬁ Ih&
adzO0SaazNw»w /2y TS NJ\IIPalyaﬁa?\ thé&n eleﬂaﬁneoy kthat SSaiét{ glﬂlaed innumerable devotees in theil
Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Swami-Thiagaraja was subtly referring to the spiritual journeys. Qn 8_January 199:
Jrféx KS gla | FFS@RNARY WS EYE Q@l i $‘AE§ Kltth@ geh d’a&ayearséﬁ Ri%s bﬁ‘ﬂ?, the
ramacharya and Maha Periyava (Great-l y (i KI Q -ty !§2K Y KY S|y d}eaté"éthﬁint b i century, mergec
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Person) by his devotees. LKFoSda G GKS SYRin3hE nfite! @ FY
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