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discrepancy/lapse in the translated version is the sole responsibility of the person/s who translated the work from Tamil into English.   

 

Sri Muralidhara Swamiji was born on Diwali day in 1961 under the {ǿņǘƘƛ star. This 
year his jayanthi falls on 29 October.  

{Ǌƛ {ǿŀƳƛƧƛ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ bņƳŀ Kirtan (chanting the Divine Names of 
the Lord) as the easiest and the most powerful path to establish divinity and peace in 
ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ IŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŎƘŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ϥIŀǊŜ wŀƳŀΦΦΦϥ aŀƘņƳŀƴǘǊŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǎǘ 
means to liberation in the Kali Yuga.  Sri Swamiji also strives for the perpetuation of 
the Vaideeka Dharma by running Veda/Shastra Patashalas and by supporting Vedic 
scholars.  In addition, Sri Swamiji also spends his energy in the renovation and main-
tenance of ancient Hindu temples, especially those sung by Saints. 

Nama Dwaar 

 If we take a look at the world 

around us, we have a million reasons to 
be proud about. Have we not landed on 
the Moon? Have we not sent Pathfinder 
to Mars? There has been exponential 
progress in the realm of science. 

Nevertheless, if we contemplate for a 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ΨIŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
advancements made life happier and 
more peaceful than before? The answer 
ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ΨbhΗΩ LŦ ǿŜ 
were to assume that intellectual, cultural 
and scientific backwardness were the 
reasons for conflicts of cavemen and bar-
baric tribes, how do we explain the situa-
tion today? 

In an age when we claim to be at the 
peak of intellectual and cultural refine-
ment, violence and war are on the rise 
globally. We expect intellectual develop-
ments to nullify differences, wipe out 
boundaries and take us to universal 
brotherhood. On the contrary, more and 
more boundaries are being demarcated 
today. Instead of integration into one 
powerful, peaceful society, there is disin-
tegration in the name of race, religion 
and language. 

But how can we achieve integra-
tion? Down the ages, numerous 
thinkers, revolutionaries, leaders 
and organizations who have 
worked towards that goal have 
failed because they tried to bring 
about unity through changes in 
the external world and society. 
External transformation is not 
durable. Universal brotherhood 
and peace can never be brought about 
by power, force or scientific advance-
ment. 

The only solution is the inner transforma-
tion of every single person, and the only 
way to achieve this is through spiritual-
ity. To achieve this (spirituality), we need 
not change our lifestyle, travel elsewhere 
or renounce anything; we can go to work 
or school, live our usual life and yet bring 
about Universal Brotherhood. How is 
that possible? 

Indian culture is one of the most ancient 
cultures of the world and it is globally 
acknowledged that our scriptures and 
great sages have accurately predicted 
the course of the world and future. 
Thousands of years ago, foreseeing the 
troubled times ahead, they have shown 

the remedy which is tai-
lor-made for Kali yuga ς 
IŀǊƛ bņƳŀ {ŀƴƪƛǊǘŀƴ 
(Chanting the Names of 
the Lord). Why Hari 
bņƳŀΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
of the Kali yuga are all in 
a hurry and lack time. 
{ƻΣ IŀǊƛ bņƳŀΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
way shown by aŀƘņƴǎ 

(Saints) and not one sketched by our 
mind. The Divine Names of God are verily 
Mantra.  

What is a aŀƘņƳŀƴǘǊŀΚ aŀƘņƳŀƴǘǊŀ 
means one that will bestow moksha 
(salvation) and also all the trivial things 
of life, i.e., that which bestows every-
thing ς from employment, wealth, 
health, trouble-free life, peace of mind to 
ƳƻƪǎƘŀΦ aŀƘņƳŀƴǘǊŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ 
of in the Kali Santarana Upanishad, one 
of the 108 Upanishads:  

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare 
Hare | 
Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna 
Krishna Hare Hare || 
hƴŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƘņƳŀƴǘǊŀ 
deeming it to be the name of Rama or 
Krishna.              Contd. On Page 3 

Infinite Ways to Infinite Bliss 
In this section, we present excerpts from the discourses of His Holiness Sri Muralidhara Swamiji of Chennai, India.**  
Lƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {Ǌƛ {ǿŀƳƛƧƛΩǎ jayanthi, which falls on 29 October 2008, in this issue we present his philosophy and 
message to the world.  
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choose a suitable path. 

{ŀƳǎņǊŀ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ wŜōƛǊǘƘ 

While this concept is central to our 
Dharma, most other mainstream relig-
ions do not agree with it. Interestingly, 
earlier versions of Christianity and Juda-
ism are supposed to have believed in 
rebirth. The logic is simple. If you owe 
(as your karma), you pay (as being re-
born again). If you do not owe, you get 
to go home (Moksha). Furthermore, the 
mere existence of pestilence, poverty, 
evil that afflicts newborns, cannot 
be simply explained as suffering given 
by a loving God. It can only be explained 
ōȅ {ŀƳǎņǊŀΦ 

Maya 

My acquaintance Daniel's favorite sub-
ject. Maya is neither untrue nor true in 
ƻǳǊ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ {ŀƴņǘŀƴŀ 
5ƘŀǊƳŀΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƘπ
man which is all permeating and all en-
compassing. It is beyond name 
and form, and yet is the source of all 
things we see. Maya shows the dualistic 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ .ǊņƘƳŀƴΦ aŀȅŀ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
being an illusion (as in a mirage). Rather 
it is the engagement in the pursuit of 
temporal pleasures as opposed to Bliss 
(realizing the Brahman). A glass of milk 
takes a shape of the glass, while a car-
ton of milk takes the shape of the car-
ton. Maya provides the perspective of 
milk having the shape of its container 
and prevents us from realizing that milk 
itself is shapeless regardless of what 
container it is in. Thus the perception of 
visible truth as opposed to the Ultimate 
Truth is the central concept of Maya and 
very own to our Dharma. 

for and how can I explain it to skeptics 
like Daniel in a simple way? 

It has been more than a decade since 
my encounter with Daniel and I am still 
trying to find an answer to this question. 
I have found that I cannot define our 
religion in the format laid out by West-
ern paradigms. Rather, I can start with 
contrasting some of the unique qualities 
of our {ŀƴņǘŀƴŀ 5ƘŀǊƳŀ with other 
faiths and thus attempt to paint a pic-
ture.  

Way of Life than Way of Worship 

It is simply impossible to categorize 
{ŀƴņǘŀƴŀ 5ƘŀǊƳŀ ŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦ Iƻǿ 
can you categorize something that has 
monotheism, polytheism, panentheism, 
pantheism and atheism as part of its 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΩΚ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ 
way of life. To quote Rig Veda, "Ekam 
sat, viprah bahudha vadanti" (Truth is 
one but men describe it differently). Our 
dharma allows for every aspect of belief 
and concept of god. This is truly a way of 
life ς how people in the Indian subconti-
nent lived and evolved since thousands 
of years before Christ. 

Descriptive vs. Prescriptive 

{ŀƴņǘŀƴŀ 5ƘŀǊƳŀ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛǾŜΦ Lǘ 
is akin to having a AAA map trying to 
find the route from Detroit to Chicago. 
There are many ways to enlightenment 
and it is up to the follower to figure out 
which way to go. This is a fundamental 
aspect of our Dharma and a key differ-
ence from other religions of the world. 
Other faiths generally prescribe what 
needs to be done and specify a particu-
lar way, rather than allowing one to 

 As I stood in my first American 

wedding engagement party during my 
graduate student-years, I heard a cordial 
"Hi" behind me. The first thing I noticed 
as I turned was a Coke in this person's 
hand and I felt instant camaraderie, as 
we were the only two in the entire party 
with Coke cans. I then looked up to see 
that he wore a priest collar, which puz-
zled me. My friend John (the fiancé) 
came over and quickly introduced the 
priest as Daniel, his childhood friend. In 
a flash, John was gone and the two Coke 
sippers were left alone in a sea of cham-
pagne sippers. 

Daniel asked, "So you are Hindu?" 

Taken aback, I nodded yes.  

He then asked, "What do you think 
about Maya?"  

"I do not know her," I quickly answered, 
and to prevent any affront to my cha-
risma added, "yet".  

He said, "No I mean Maya in your relig-
ion. That piano over there, isn't it 
Maya?" 

Before I could say anything, he asked, 
"Why do you believe in rebirth and have 
so many gods?  How can you worship a 
ƎƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ƘŜŀŘΚΧϦ 

As he started to rattle off these ques-
tions, I began looking for a window to 
jump out of. Thank God (not sure which 
one I thanked at that time), John came 
over with Emily (his fiancée) and I was 
rescued! 

That night, while returning to my dorm 
room, I asked myself a fundamental 
question ς What does Hinduism stand 

Pearls of Wisdom 

In his work Shata sloki (100 verses), Adi Sankara says that in the vasanta ruthu (spring season) a cool breeze blows and 
fragrant flowers bloom in abundance, bringing joy to all. But neither the season nor the flowers are aware of the joy 
ōŜǎǘƻǿŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ aŀƘņǘƳŀǎ όDǊŜŀǘ ǎƻǳƭǎκ{ŀƛƴǘǎύ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
without any will of their own. They spread joy and do good to the world by their very presence. Their presence in this 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ .ƘŀƎŀǾŀƴ όǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘύ ǎŜƴŘǎ aŀƘņǘƳŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ  

Maya, Rebirth and the Elephant God - Bala Subramanian, Seattle, WA 


